[Diagnosis of deep vein thrombosis by high resolution ultrasonography].
Using high resolution ultrasonography (US), diagnostic accuracy of thrombi in each venous segment of lower limbs and qualitative evaluation of thrombi in deep vein thrombosis (DVT) were investigated. The subjects were 106 lower limbs in 81 patients. The thrombi in common femoral vein (CFV), were diagnosed by compression technique and, were qualitatively analysed by echogenicity and consistency. Venography was performed in 18 limbs and histologic tests of thrombi were made in 6 limbs. The total accuracy of US was 100% for diagnosis of DVT, but was 83% for diagnosis of its extent. The total accuracy of US in each segment was greater than 90%, but the sensitivity of iliac veins was less than 90%. The thrombi in CFV were divided into 3 types and 8 sub-types. Type A was homogenous, type B was heterogenous, and type C was contracted echo. The types of us were consistent with results of histologic tests. We concluded that high resolution US is available for screening test for diagnosis of DVT and that qualitative evaluation of thrombi by US is a useful clinical test for selection of more adequate treatments.